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neophytes, the Abenakis. He is disgusted and
horrified at the insatiable and brutal ferocity of the
Ottawas, which they display in hideous acts of
cannibalism.

The Abenakis are usually more humane, and
docile to their priest's commands. Some of them,
however, steal brandy from the French quarter, and
in their drunken condition raise a great disturbance
in the camp; but the missionary finally succeeds in
reducing them to order. The several divisions of
the French and Indian army, having rendezvoused
near the English fort, proceed to its investment.
Montcalm's summons to surrender is proudly refused,
and the fort is besieged. A week later, the English
surrender. Montcalm allows them all the honors of
war; but his savage allies care not for the law of
nations. When the English troops march out of
their intrenchments, the savages, like ‘‘ so many
ferocious beasts,’’ fall upon them, and murder and
capture all upon whom they can lay their hands.
The French and Canadian officers do all they can,
often risking their own lives, to restrain the ferocity
and lawlessness of the Indians; but they only par-
tially succeed. They rescue, however, many English
people, and carefully guard them in the fort, after-
ward sending them home to New England. The
missionary who writes this letter does so, avowedly,
to show that the blame for this outrageous infraction
of the articles of capitulation should rest upon the
lawless and bloodthirsty savages, and not upon the
French or Canadian troops.

Our missionary exerts himself to the utmost to aid
these poor unfortunates, and rescues several from



